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It’s like something out of a Stephen 
King story. An aging National Park 
Service superintendent steals the re-
mains of hundreds of ancient medi-
cine men and leaders and sticks them 
under a workbench in his garage in 
cardboard boxes. It’s 1990 and 
NAGPRA, the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act, is about to go into effect. The 
superintendent suspects the remains 
will have to be returned to the Native 
tribes in the area because of 
NAGPRA. He’s not worried about that 
so much, but he fears also having to 
return the funerary objects that were 

buried with them thousands of years ago, objects now on dis-
play in the park’s museum. He hides the bones in his garage. 
According to a timeline prepared by current Effigy Mounds Na-
tional Monumentsuperintendent Jim Nepstad. The timeline 
shows how approximately 2,200 human bone fragments where 
stolen from the park’s museum collection and hidden in former 
superintendent Thomas Munson’s garage for over 20 years 
while park employees and several state agencies half-heartedly 
searched for them. 
The timeline reads like testimony from the 1973 Senate Wa-
tergate Hearings, with letters, phone conversations and in-
person meetings being documented between park administra-
tion, the Office of the State Archaeologist, the Midwest Archeo-
logical Center and the Midwest Regional Office of the National 
Park Service. Boiled down to its essential elements, the timeline 
sounds more like a government version of the Abbott and Cos-
tello routine “Who’s on first?” 
“Who’s got the bones?” “I don’t know. I thought you had ‘em.” 
“No, we sent them to you.” “Are you sure? Our records say we 
sent them to you.” “Ok, let me check. Nope. We definitely don’t 
have them. Seems like I remember sending them to Lincoln, 
Nebraska.” And so on... for years! 
But it doesn’t stop there. The timeline shows how reports and 
studies were authorized that investigated the missing bones. At 
one point a “Curatorial Strike Team” was formed to review park 
records. The strike team looked over documents provided to 

them by the park and found nothing that explained where the 
bones were. It was later revealed that key documents were 
withheld from the team by unnamed park employees. 
Then in August 2000, all investigation into the missing bones 
just seemed to stop. The timeline shows no activity until 2011. 
In April of that year, Patt Murphy, who at the time was the 
NAGPRA coordinator of the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebras-
ka, requested to see a copy of the park’s “NAGPRA inventory,” 
the list of Native items in the park’s possession that are required 
to be entered into the Federal Register. 
This apparently triggered a lot of anxiety and whispering among 
park employees.  
White House counsel John Dean in 1973, Greener supposedly 
informed her boss of the seriousness of the park’s involvement 
in the missing bones issue. She presented him with two sepa-
rate reports from 1998 “both of which contained numerous men-
tions of missing human remains,” according to the timeline. 
Nepstad began making inquiries. He assigned Park Law En-
forcement Officer Bob Palmer to investigate. On April 27, 2011, 
Palmer visited former Park Superintendent Thomas Munson at 
his home, asking if he had any information on the missing 
bones. The timeline states Munson provided no further infor-
mation and said the remains were sent to the Midwest Archeo-
logical Center years before. 
The timeline doesn’t state whether or not Munson’s pants imme-
diately burst into flames, but it wouldn’t be surprising if they did, 
considering that the bones were right in Munson’s garage. 
Meanwhile, Greener confided to a co-worker that she was nerv-
ous about the missing bones. When asked why, she revealed 
she had boxed up two sets of human bone fragments in 1990 at 
Munson’s request and helped him carry them out to Munson’s 
car where they placed them in the trunk. 
What did the co-worker, Administrative Assistant Theresa Wil-
son, do with this vital piece of information? Nothing. She told no 
one, saying later she thought Greener had confided her secret 
to many others and she thought they had reported it. 
So the investigation continued. Nepstad, ordered an inventory 
be conducted of the park’s entire collection, which was done 
and, surprise surprise, turned up no bones. 
With the heat turned up, Palmer again visited Munson at his 
home and impressed on him the gravity of the issue. Munson 
buckled, giving Palmer one box of the stolen remains that he 
said he found. He told Palmer there weren’t anymore. 
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Who’s Got the Bones? Timeline Reveals Park Service Employees Covered Up Theft of 
Ancient Remains at Effigy Mounds 

8/22/16 
Frank Hopper 

Read more athttp://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com 
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Bah‐Kho‐Je Journal 

The  Bah‐Kho‐Je  Journal  is  an 

official  publicaƟon  of  the  Iowa 

Tribe of Oklahoma. 

LeƩers  to  the  editor  and  guest 

columns published in the Journal 

are  the  opinions  of  the writers 

and  do  not  necessarily  reflect 

the  opinions  of  the  Bah‐Kho‐Je 

Journal  or  any  elected  official, 

administraƟon,  or  department 

of the Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma. 

Reprint  permission  is  granted, 

with  proper  credit  to  the         

Bah‐Kho‐Je  News,  unless  other      

copyrights  are  shown.  ArƟcles 

and  leƩers may be delivered or 

emailed to  

shmiller@iowanaƟon.org 

*Tribal  members  should  noƟfy 

name and address changes. 

NewsleƩer Editor 

Shayla Miller  

 

 

Tribal Officials 

Chairman 

Bobby Walkup 

Vice‐Chairman 

Eddie Kent 

Treasurer 

Judith Shores 

Council Person 

Eagleboy McClellan 

Council Person 

Eagleboy McClellan 

2016 ITO Holidays 
 

Labor Day September 5, 2016 Monday  
NaƟve Americans’ Day September 23, 2016 

Friday  
Veterans Day November 11, 2016 

Friday  
Thanksgiving Holiday November 23‐25, 

2016 ½ Day Wed.; Thurs., Friday  
Christmas Day (Observed) December 26, 

2016 Monday  
New Year’s Day (Observed) January 2, 2017 

Monday   Constitutional Reform Meeting dates 
are as follows for the 

remaining year of 2016: 

 
September 10 

October 15 
November 12 
December 10 

Check out the our YouTube 

channel (Iowa Tribe) to find 

a recent video produced by 

our tribal youth! Look for 

2016 NaƟve Youth Film 

Project. 

Sandra Massey of the Sac and Fox 
Nation in Oklahoma (left) and Patt 
Murphy of the Iowa Tribe of Kansas 
and Nebraska answer questions 
during a press conference following 
the sentencing of Thomas Munson 
at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa on Friday, July 
8, 2016. Liz Martin/Cedar Rapids 
Gazette) 

ConƟnued from Page 1. 

A new team was formed to investigate the missing 
bones, this time led by Special Agent Barland-
Liles of the National Park Service Midwest Region-
al Office. 
On May 16, 2012, Barland-Liles leaned on Green-
er for information. After a lengthy attempt to ex-
tract the truth, Greener admitted to helping Mun-
son take the bones out to his car in 1990. 
Barland-Liles went to Munson’s residence the next 
day, explaining what Greener told him and de-
manding permission to search Munson’s house. 
Munson’s wife Linda, bless her heart, signed a 
consent to search and there in Munson’s garage, 
in a beat-up cardboard box sitting on the ground 
beneath a workbench, was the remaining set of 
Native bones. 
Munson eventually received one year of home 
detention and nearly copy12,000 in fines and resti-
tution for stealing the bones and for the damage 
caused by his disrespectful storage of them. 
Greener was fired by the Park Service in June 

2013 and was then reinstated a year later after a 
successful appeal. No one was ever charged for 
helping cover up the issue of the missing bones. 
The unsung hero in all this is Murphy, whose initial 
request to view the park’s NAGPRA inventory re-
sulted in a renewed investigation and the eventual 
discovery of the bones. 
The spirits of those ancient medicine men and 
leaders whose bones were once buried in the Effi-
gy Mounds at the park never did possess anyone 
and make them start killing people. Instead they 
blessed the mind of Murphy, causing him to find 
an answer to the question, “Who’s got the bones?” 
Without that blessing, they’d probably still be in 
Munson’s garage. 
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2016 

Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 

InstallaƟon of new Tribal Officials 

July 2016 

Vice‐Chairman 

Eddie Kent 

 

Council Person 

Eagleboy McClellan 

 

Secretary 

Chalis Cox 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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 Shelly Pruitt, representative of the national organi-

zation, Quilts of Valor, was present at the Iowa Tribal 

August Veterans meeting which is held every month. Her 

duty that day was to deliver a self-made quilt to two tribal 

veterans. The Quilts of Valor Organization is made up of 

volunteers from across the United States to honor 

veterans that have been touched by war with comforting 

and healing quilts. Pruitt presented a beautiful quilt and 

certification to tribal elder & veteran, Jacob BigSoldier 

Jr., in joyful tears BigSoldier accepted it by surprise! 

Pruitt had mentioned after that she had another quilt to 

present to the Chairman of the Iowa Veterans, Eugene 

BigSoldier, Jr., who was also took by surprise and happi-

ly accepted. Thank you so much to the Quilts of Valor 

Organization for honoring our Tribal Veterans! 

Iowa Tribal 

Veterans Meeting 
August 2nd, 2016 

Quilts of Valor Honors Veterans 

Also at the meeting, Tribal Elder, Joyce Bigsoldier‐Miller 

presented sacred Tobacco plants to all veterans! 
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NEW EDUCATION SERVICES! 
K-12 Private Education Program Assistance 

The K12 Private Education Program assistance is available nationwide for Iowa Tribal Members who have been 
accepted into an accredited K12 private school. With proper documentation and application, Iowa Tribal members 
will receive funding for full-time students who are enrolled in a full time accredited K12 education institution. Scholar-
ships are limited to a first come first serve basis. APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 15, 
2016. 

K12 Private Education Application 

3rd – 6th Grade After School Program 

The Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma is looking  for 15 youth 3rd – 6th grades that reside within the ITO service district to 
sign-up for our new 3rd—6th grade Afterschool Program. Our new Afterschool Program will be an academic program 
providing instruction on an individualized basis; by certified teachers. 

ASP Student Flyer 

Afterschool Program Application 

eLearning Technology 

eLearning is learning utilizing electronic technologies to access educational curriculum outside of a traditional class-
room. eLearning is an excellent tool for anyone wanting to improve their academic achievement. 
The ITO eLearning Classroom program is composed of virtual seats, within the Reading Plus and Think Through 
Math self-paced computer programs, which are for students 3rd grade through college and adults who need help 
raising their academic levels or who may need to prepare for GED classes. 

eLearning Application 

 

ALL APPLICATIONS MAY BE FOUND ON THE TRIBAL WEBSITE, SERVICE TAB -> EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

BECOME EDUCATED 
“AN EDUCATED NATIVE IS A 

DANGEROUS NATIVE, BECAUSE 

HE HAS THE KEY TO SUCCESS!” 
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Thank you to our AMAZING 2016 summer youth interns: Woody McClellan; Deeon Joseph; Marie Davis; Matias Pewewardy; 
Daniel Franklin; Derek Franklin; Dasia Miller; Lura Cox; Baylee Washington; & Kaylee Washington, for all of your hard work this 

summer. You have made this summer memorable, unique, and have demonstrated so much of what it means to be a faithful 
employee. We wish you the best in your school year and upcoming endeavors!  
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The Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma Summer at the 

Library Program would like to thank the various tribal 

and community outreach departments, who have 

helped us with presentaƟons and acƟviƟes. Your Ɵme 

given to the program was very much appreciated! We 

would like to share some photographs from the past 

three months, and wish them all the best in their up‐

coming school year as they all go to their schools and 

communiƟes.   

Thank 

You! 



A u g u s t  2 0 1 6  

12 



A u g u s t  2 0 1 6  

13 

The  second  annual  NaƟve 
American  FesƟval  in 
Cushing will  be  a  two  day 
event for 2016.   This event 
is again being organized by 
the  Downtown  Cushing 
RevitalizaƟon  AssociaƟon 
(DCRA)  and  held  in  the 
Downtown Cushing. 

 

The  Cushing  community 
and surrounding areas will 
be  honored  to  have  Sagi‐
naw  Grant  as  the  Grand 
Marshal  for  the  2016 

FesƟval.  Saginaw is from the Cushing area, sƟll has family 
here, but he now  lives  in Southern California.   An actor 
and  lecturer  and  stated  to  be  the most  photographed 
Indian  in  the  film  industry.    Saginaw,  being  in  many 
movies, was  recently  filmed with  Johnny  Depp  in  Long 
Ranger.    Saginaw  is  hereditary Chief  of  the  Sauk &  Fox 
NaƟon, Iowa/Otoe‐Missouria NaƟons. 

 

A  new  addiƟon  to  this  years  FesƟval  will  be  a  NaƟve 
Juried Art Show on Friday, the 9th.   This  is planned to be 
held  in  the Cushing Community Theatre, along with  the 
recepƟon for the public to aƩend and view the art work 
with  awards  for  painƟng,  graphics,  photography, 
sculpture,  poƩery,  jewelry  and  cultural  craŌs.    Contact 
for registraƟon is Art Show chairperson, Gabby Farnes at 
918‐306‐1547 or DCRA.cushing@gmail.com 

 

Plans  are  also  in  the works  for  an  Intertribal  Powwow.  
Helping  to  organize  this  powwow  is  Sac &  Fox Council‐
man Robert Williamson, Pawnee Head Chief Junior PraƩ, 
and Linda BigSoldier, Powwow Chair of the Iowa Tribe. 

 

Otoe‐Missouria tribe as been invited to parƟcipate in the 
FesƟval  as  well  as  the  Absentee  Shawnee  and  several 

other  tribes.   Valerie Branyon,  FesƟval Chair has  stated 
there will also be Arts & CraŌ Booths as well as food ven‐
dors during Saturday’s acƟviƟes. 

 

DCRA will also be selling drinks as well as the newly de‐
signed  T‐Shirt.   More  acƟviƟes  are  being  planned with 
Board members.  Marilyn Duff, President of DCRA is ask‐
ing  for more volunteers and hoping  the community and 
surrounding areas will become more  involved so we can 
honor, commemorate and educate all about NaƟve herit‐
age and tradiƟons.  This unique FesƟval reaches out to all 
of  the  Cimarron  Valley  and  includes  NaƟve  and  non‐
naƟve  individual  of  all  ages.    To  help with  the  FesƟval 
please Call 225‐2930 

Cushing to hold 2nd Annual NaƟve American Heritage FesƟval: InvitaƟon to Iowa People 
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Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 

335588 E 750 Rd. 

Perkins, OK 

74059‐3268 

Phone: 1‐888‐336‐IOWA 

Subscribe to us on YouTube @ 

Iowa Tribe 

 

 

Thank you 

for 

readings 

this 

months  

newsletter! 

Send ideas and suggesƟons to the Tribal NewsleƩer @ 

shmiller@iowanaƟon.org. 

Here are some further recommendaƟons: Birthdays, 

GraduaƟons, Veterans info, Events or photos of past 

events, Powwow flyers, Sweethearts / Just 

Married, Baby announcements, Winter/Childhood Stories 
 Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 

 Ioway Casino. 

 Iowa Tribe Wellness Center 

 Grey Snow Eagle House 

 Cimarron Casino 

Like us on 

FACEBOOK @ 


